The Beirut Museum of Modern Art (BeMA)
is a new museum that will open in 2023,
and will be an anchor along Beirut's
‘museum mile’ in the Mathaf area. Part
of BeMA's mission is to build a commit-
ted and engaged civic society through
cultural and educational programs that
involve diverse communities.

In addition to housing an extensive collec-
tion of modern and contemporary art, the
museum will create opportunities for the
production of new works through artist
residencies, commissions and cultural
partnerships. Committed to nurturing
a dynamic and creative civil society, it
will also host cultural and educational
programs.

Leading up to its opening, BeMA has been
engaging audiences through vibrant out-
reach programs. These programs include
residencies, workshops, commissions,
publications and research initiatives, all
of which are rooted in the strong belief
of the transformative power of the arts.
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Launched in 2017 and held in partnership
with the Lebanese Ministry of Education,
this first-of-its-kind program collaborates
with artists to roll out residencies during
the academic year targeting Lebanese
public schools, and aiming at providing
children from different social and geo-
graphical backgrounds with the unique
opportunity to acquire new skills by work-
ing with artists directly.

The residencies consist of a series of im-
mersive classroom sessions directed by an
artist for a period of six to eight weeks, one
to two times a week, with the activities
scheduled during the art period of the
national curriculum. The 10-year program
is ongoing and will cover 34 public schools
across Lebanon.
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The Artists in
Residency in

Lebanese Public
Schools Program
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Shaping Common Spaces

Under the theme of Shaping Common
Spaces, BeMA, in partnership with the
Lebanese Ministry of Education and
Higher Education, has implemented its
Artists in Residency Program directed
at the Lebanese Public Schools System
for the second year, in 10 public schools,
covering the whole Lebanese territory.

From textile and silk printing to video
art, animation, illustration, calligraphy
and photography, the students explored
different mediums, learned multiple
techniques and experienced art mak-
ing. Selected by BeMA, Lebanese artists
Studio Kawakeb, Chantale Fahmi, Ghaleb
Hawila, Lena Merhej & Samandal as well
as French-Iranian artist and architect
Soraya Ghezelbash have developed and
implemented tailor-made interventions
for the Lebanese public schools. These
interventions were a unique opportu-
nity for children and teachers to work
collectively with the most inspiring and
forward-looking artists of Lebanon and
the region.

Through the theme of Shaping Common
Spaces, the artists have focused on raising
socially and nationally relevant challenges
and concerns by considering one's un-
derstanding of otherness in relation to
the public sphere and identity. Through
a participatory art practice, the pupils, to-
gether with the artists, explicitly reflect-
ed on the idea of space and developed
—shaped - a cormmon vision of collectivity
and its shared places whether physical
or intellectual.

In that sense, BeMA's educational pro-
gram essentially reflects on the museum’s
will to be at the forefront of social engage-
ment by creating synergies within the
educational field. Art residencies, which
are inherently based on the idea of col-
laboration and exchange, offer a space for
intensive interaction and nurture a sense
of belonging to a larger commmunity. By
doing so, behaviors initiated during the
residency program allow the classroom
experience to resonate in a larger context
specifically in the social realm.

Beirut Museum of Art strives indeed, since
its inception, to develop as an efficient
actor in the civil sphere as its mission
is rooted in the belief that the relevan-
cy of an art institution today resides in
its capacity of being a catalyst of social
inclusion, for art does not only echo the
essential concerns of its context it is also a
critical tool which participates in shaping
a cohesive and resourceful civil society.

From this perspective, BeMA's educational
programs create interstices of interaction,
creativity, solidarity and constructive dia-
logue that address greater social concerns
and aim to safeguard cultural diversity.
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Chantale Fahmiis a Lebanese photographer and Masters student in Art Criticism
and Curatorial Studies at Beirut's Saint Joseph University. Her work documents
social relations in specific sectors of society. Much of her work is dedicated to Nature,
through which she shows the importance of the natural world and its impact on
human life. Chantale Fahmi believes in art as an efficient mean of social activism.
Photography is thus the trigger for unique encounters and exchange, which enables
her to capture “the details of a life reflected in one shot, telling the story of a place,
individual or commmunity”.
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A wooden box introduces children to
wonders from around the world, and
to show stories from different eras. The
Magic Box revives in the memory of a
much older generation of Lebanese, who
would wait to see these shows in public
squares as children.

The ‘Magic Box’ workshop aims to revive
the tradition of the ‘Sandouq el-Ferje'.
Through the selection of their own im-
ages and words, the box will show what
the children think of as common space.
The boxes will then be put on display in
public gardens and squares.
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Al-Daoura Mixed-gender Public
School, Akkar - 6" Grade

Ahmad Al Sahmarani, Ahmad Daher,
Badria Bakich, Jinane Yahya, Helmi Al
Sahmarani, Rachel Taleb, Sandra Al
Sahmarani, Sirine Al Sahmarani, Saad Al
Naem, Saadallah Al Sahmarani, Charifa
Al Sahmarani, Ghadir Warde, Fatima Al
Naem, Karim Warde, Lara Al Chaar, Lau-
ra Al Sahmarani, Majd Daher, Mohamad
Al Hachem, Mahmoud Rostom, Marwa
Al Naem, Malak Al Sahmarani, Wiam Al
Sahmarani
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Al-Jadida Public School Zahlé
5th Grade

Ibrahim Al Hamoud, Ahmad Al Karout,
Oussam Mehiedine, Alex Salame, Bas-
sem Al Hawi, Baraa Jabr, Hanna Charbat,
Hanine Al Omer, Khalil Charafedine, Dal-
ida Touma, Rawad Al Mouslmani, Zalfa
Halabi, Zahraa Kassem, Zaynab Radwan,
Sarah Kobji, Sarab, Khaled, Sirine Zoreik,
Abdel Hadi Kachta, Ali Ahmad, Alya Moha-
mad, Omar Al Chehaymi, Fatima Chakar,
Kamal Al Choubati, Mohamad Chebli, Hiba
Al Hassan, Hoda Al Akle
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Ghaleb Hawila was born in 1992 in Tyre, southern Lebanon. He studied Graphic
Design as an undergraduate and went on to study classical Arabic calligraphy with
acclaimed masters. Fascinated by the endless possibilities of this timeless art, Ghaleb
seeks to approach it with a new eye. His work comes from deep understanding of
Middle Eastern heritage, spiritualism, and the continuous search for origin, cause
and effect. In 2018, he participated in the 8th Edition of the Sharjah Calligraphy
Biennial, where he showcased ‘Nuqta’. He has created street art in the UK and
Lebanon. His latest work is currently part of the Urban Art Biennale in Germany.
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Understanding My Letter
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In this workshop, Ghaleb explores
through letters the influence of shared
spaces, and their impact on our way of
thinking. The workshop is not intended
solely as an introduction to the classic
rules of Calligraphy, rather, it is posited
as a means for the artist and the children
to experiment with creativity, choices
and limitations in a series of enjoyable
exercises. The workshop teaches chil-
dren patience, self-confidence and
self-expression, as each artwork be-
comes an opportunity to reflect charac-
ter in an open, non-judgmental setting.
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Tyre Public School for Girls
6'" Grade

Angie Ezeldine, Ayat Rahi, Ayat Naser,
Tala Abdul Al, Jana Cheaiteli, Jana
Salhab, Hanine Abou Dahech, Racha
Kerdi, Roukaya Sekiki, Rana Mourad,
Rawan Tibeh, Rayan Dbouk, Rim Khalil,
Zahra Farhat, Zahra Kassab, Samira Salim,
Céline Soueidan, Chayma Mouslimani, Abir
Dhaini, Fatima Manah, Fatima Al Zahra
Mehiedine, Fadwat Ghzayel, Farah Zalzali,
Kawthar Ajami, Maya Abdallah, Maram
Daher, Malak Abedi, Malak Al Jaji, May
Halaoui, Melody Bazi, Naya Hejaziya, Nour
Al Zahra El Ali
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Rachel Eddé Public School Sebeel,
Zghorta - 4" Grade

Elio Abdallah, Gescard Tartak, Joe Khodeir,
Julie Saliba, Joya Al Hakim, Johnny
Toubiya, Doleta Alouan, Rudy Germanos,
Rita Frangieh, Stephan Tannous, Sarkis
Al Hage, Sirine El Hayek, Sirine Yamine,
Cynthia Al Samrani, Charlotte Alouan,
Charbel Abi Araj, Charbel Elias, Tony
Khazen, Carlos Dahda, Line Al Kareh,
Yolla Mouawad
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Samandal is a volunteer-based non-profit organization dedicated to the advance-
ment of the art of comics in Lebanon and the rest of the world. Based in Beirut, we
have published 15 magazines, and five comics anthologies and hosted comics-re-
lated events since 2007. Founded by Omar Khouri, Hatem Imam, Lena Merhej, the
Fdz, and Tarek Naba'a, the Samandal comics association family has now grown
to include Barrack Rima, Joseph Kai, Raphaelle Macaron, Nour Hifaoui Fakhoury,
Tracy Chahwan and Karen Keyrouz. This workshop was given by Lena Merhej,
Nour Hifaoui and Karen Keyrouz.
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“Me, my home and my neighbourhood”
is a Samandal project that questions
the sense of identity and belonging to
shared spaces in the city. Students were
tasked with finding a perspective on
their own private spaces at home, and
then expanded this scope to their neigh-
bourhood. They explored the blurred line
between private and public space, and
often reshaped reality to match an ideal
situation.
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Public School “Al oula”, Byblos
6" Grade

Elio Ibrahim, Elio Al Khouri, Amani
Bakour, Ayham Hage Hassan, Aya Al
Khaled, Pia Maria Al Baroudi, Perla
Saydi, Georgio Farah, Joseph El Hage,
Ruby Al Fakir, Sirine Choceir, Serena
Sagr, Cynthia Al Kosseifi, Charbel Issa,
Abdel Karim Al Jerben, Gaya Al Khouri,
Farah Ahmad, Violette Matta, Clarita
Sfeir, Clavin Khalife, Lara Al Fakhri, Ma-
ria Arab, Noel Mouawad, Hrak Ishak,
Wael Al Ken, Wael Mohamad, Wiam
Al Hamoud
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Public School Haret Saida, Sidon
6'" Grade

Bilal El Zein, Tia Moghnieh, Jana Taher,
Hassan Hoteit, Hussein Mokbel, Hussein
Al Ajami, Dalia lbrahim, Zahraa Hamie,
Zeinab Kelkas, Samih Kobtan, Aida Al
Bathich, Ali Jaradi, Ali Al Zein, Ali Jaber,
Fadi Harb, Kamel Al Zein, Lana Al Ghaz-
aoui, Lejin Salam Eldine, Lea Hanqir,
Mohamad Ismail, Mohamad Al Sandakli,
Nour Al Chami, Hadi AL Sayad, Hoda Aidi,
Hiam Teriaki, Yosra Mohamad, Yousef Al
Korkdan
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Soraya Ghezelbash (born 1985) is a British-Iranian artist, architect and designer
working with silk-screen textile printing, photography and installation pieces ex-
ploring the themes of abandon, beauty and the divine. Since 2015, she has been
researching the relationship between migration, textiles and botanics in the Med-
iterranean region, a project that was part of ‘Hors les Murs’, the 2017 residency
programme operated by the Institut Frangais. She is now focused on developing
her style and textiles brand.
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Performing the Ritual
of Gathering
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This mixed media art learning pro-
gramme aims to transmit to a young
public the power to create their own
graphical language through silk-screen
printing and collage. Participants had
an opportunity to not only discover new
tools of artistic expression but also to
mix media for a collective artwork. The
students were asked to create an instal-
lation around the theme of gathering/
shared spaces using paper, tape and a
chair. In the next sessions, they were
introduced to silk-screen printing tech-
niques.
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Mixed-gender School of Damour,
Chouf - 4 Grade

Elsa Al Boustani, Anna Clara Akel, lyad
Al Henaoui, Tala Fattal, Joe Yazbeck,
Hazem El Abed, Dominique Rameh,
Roula El Chehab, Sami Yazbeck, Taha
Al Habal, Ala Abed Al Salam Hamandi,
Fadi Issa, Lara Salhab, Lamia Al Sayel,
Lea Mattar, Mohamad Al Masri, Moha-
mad Ali Sayde, Mona Al Chami, May
Assi, Mahdi Abdallah, Walid Al Breidi,
Yara Al Boueiz
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Emir Chakib Arslan Public School,
Verdun - 5" Grade

Adam Al Alti, Taline Daher, Jad Al Masri,
Jalal Itani, Jamal Suleiman, Sara Al Mas-
ri, Salma Khaled, Saloua Saade, Samira
Omeirat, Chahd Ali, Ali Itani, Ali Ber-
ro, Imad Assaf, Omar Al Stouhi, Omar
Mneimne, Issa Chbaro, Fatima Moorabani,
Karim Yamout, Karim Smouri, Lie Al Ali,
Maria Chehab, Maria Al Hakim, Mohamad
Karaja, Mohamad Mounzer, Mahmoud Al
Daouk, Mahmoud Sabbagh, Mira Abdo,
Nour Al Jasem, Hadi Najdi, Hoda Al Masri,
Wiam Al Nasser, Yara Smouri
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Founded in 2015, Studio Kawakeb is a visual arts studio based in Beirut, led by
Hussein Nakhal, David Habchy and Christina Skaf. We specialize in animation,
visual identity development, editorial design and illustration, working closely with
our clients and collaborators to produce process-driven and contextually relevant
art. We have also been commissioned to develop interactive learning experiences
to push creative boundaries in design education, both locally and in the region. In
2016, we developed an on-going collection of design-based products led by spe-
cific contextual and visual stimuli aimed at communicating to a wider audience.
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This workshop focused on the way we
read and understand signs, images and
their complex relationship to our sur-
rounding spaces. Through the particular-
ities of storytelling and narrative build-
ing, students were invited to explore
their thoughts, perceptions, emotions
and fears as situations. Inspired by an
accumulation of exercises, the students
developed a story about a king, an el-
derly cook, a group of children, a cat and
an egg. The workshop resulted in the
creation of a short Science Fiction film
that was shot in two schools, introducing
a meeting point between them where
the imaginary and the real occupy the
same time and space.
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Intermediate Public School of
Brumana - 5" Grade

Anthony Alroumouz, Elias Al Ghossein,
Hawra Khalil, Khaled Al Jassem, Darine
Al Ali, Rihab Al Abed, Rouwayda Ibrahim,
Sarah Al Ayach, Siham Al Bodon, Abdul
Rahman Sajeh, Ghofran lbrahim, Clarita
Al Khouri, Cloé Hassan, Marc Najem, Nour
Abdul Kader, Hadi El Khalaf
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Kamal Jomblatt Public School,
Chouf - 5" Grade

Ines Hatem Al Halwani, Amir Bayan Cha-
hine, Anjam Akram Al Fatayri, Aya Basel
Zebyan, Bilal Chady Al Achkar, Baha Zarif
Al Jaber, Bayan Hassan Alsoutri, Taym
Majdi Al Achkar, Jad Chady Khoueiss,
Hanine lbrahim Salloum, Sultan Khodr
Maen, Karim Issam Nasr, Clara Alaa AL
Dbeissi, Lara Chady Malak, Nidal Basem
Abdul Baki, Nour El Dine Mounir Berro,
Hady Suleiman Breich, Hiba Aoun Abou
Hassan
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