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ABOUT BeMA

BeMA is a new museum set to launch
in Beirut in 2022. A new cultural hub
highlighting modern and contemporary
art from Lebanon and from the
region, the museum will promote
Lebanese / Lebanese Diaspora
artists, engage with diverse
communities, and host cultural and
educational programs, in the service
of building a committed civil society.
The museum's collection will include
modern and contemporary works from a
wide range of artists, bringing together
diverse populations and narratives
and creating opportunities for the
production of new artistic work.
BeMA sees its community as an
active and instrumental partner in
stimulating social interaction and
boosting a culture of creativity.
It will be a space dedicated to
representing Lebanon's rich
history and extending shared
cultural memory.

mi o> ¢« «BeMA -5all dis Cigyy » dsy
Al «lid ¢ deidll d8ladly duall ubal.-.ll
Cuds imin g Basly dds> JAs olis

ST diw gy § 03laul 338U (o cag=ll

;;almuwu@ﬂnuﬂmﬁipu
laS .dahillg oLl @ yol=lly cuasdl oall Ul.c
cGudll il glasdl g e Josw ]
OBlail plell gelsilly Yozl juis5 wails JI
O3Buw «BeMA  -5a)l Wis gy »
olally cyasdl (a8l go dmuwly degaxs
o0 (BAA d.stlA.cl i) Lo_,s &l cus
OS] idlg doalall ,_‘Jla_._Ulg d._u_oJI Olaldyl Jals

.a.9lad)

(fA09 So> o gaime @y dis Lalilly
Cus dygyie 48l8T zoly oill drAius
Glbsll [jSy0g dldiue duwwse dliay goSow
il elynYg aslell duill dn-lusg glasdly
glodl cloaind) 2o 3815l elldg <dasalsyl

doolel o casdall Sidl puaadl pglivl
dylamll dwaigll OlSpd gas] W e lguwdi
HW) dwaigl 38yg Ao aSyds «oylid (& 845l
dind Lghlis] of a=s ¢lldg ¢ (architecture




HADIKATI WITH
CHANTALE FAHMI

Hadikati is a photography workshop,
creating an experience that would
allow the students to explore nature
in various shapes and forms as well
as discovering the most essential
element in photography by showing
the importance of natural light (sun)
in creating a photo.

RACHEL EDDE PUBLIC
SCHOOL IN SEBEEL
5TH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Elissa Elias, Anthony
Mnassa, Ornella Wadih, Elie Abdallah,
P.J. Francis, Perla Elias, Charles
Sahioun, Jimmy Hadchiti, Rita Khazen
Celine Khazen, Chayan Dahdah, Sophia
Tabet, Tony-Dahman, Freddy Chokr,
Chris Tobya, Claudette Abi Zaher,
Luccia Mox-;sia, Luce al-Hayek, Lolita al-
Bayeh, Marina Merheb, Marita al-Hage
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TYRE’S PUBLIC
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
5TH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Ayat al-Bousi, Aya
Sebrawi, Batoul Najdi, Tala Tamraz,
Habibo Kerdi, Houra' Srour, Rasha
Kerdi, Rana Murad, Rayan Abou Atik,
Rayan Dbouk, Zahra' Meselmani,
Zaynab Fayyad, Sarah Dakkour, Fatima
Tafla, Kaouthar Ajmi, Lynn Saad,
Mariam Badewi, Malak al-Dabbagh,
Nour Zaatar, Nour Atieh, Nour Taha,
Yasmin Diab
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BEYOND WORDS:
NARRATIVE TEXTILE
WITH SORAYA
GHEZELBASH

While learning the silkscreen printing
technigue, the participants used textile
printing as a tool for narration. Each
story created fed into the creation of
a collective fresco on textile depicting
a story conceived collectively.

HARET SAIDA PUBLIC
SCHOOL
5TH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Adam EIl Masri, lyad El
Dik, Hassan Reslan, Hussein El Ajami,
Hawraa Zeidan, Dalia Ibrahim, Diana
Melhem Eid, Renad Abdo, Sally Morsel,
Soumaya Kotban, Abdallah EI Arkadan,
Ali El Husseini, Ali Jaber, Ali Saleh,
Alia Abdo, Fadi Harb, Loujain El Zein,
Lea Hankir, Maya Ali Kanso, Mohamad
Eidi, Mohamad El Sandakli, Mohamad
Medawarieh Mariam El Chamieh, Hoda
El Dine Eidi, Yousra Mohamad,Youssef
El Arkadan
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EMIR CHAKIB ERSLAN
PUBLIC SCHOOL IN
VERDUN, 5TH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Ahmad Chamas, Ala’
Dandan, Engy Daya’ el-Din, Aya al-
Omar, Batoul Hamza, Badr Sidani,
Jamal al-Awisi, Husein al-Hajj al-
Omar, Khadija al-Julilani, Rami Atfeh,
Razan Assaf, Zahra’ Hamadah, Zeina
el-Soussi, Cyrine al-Hariri, Shahd al-
Ahmad al-Jassem, Ola al-Juleilani, Ali
Zabet, Omar Mohammad, Fatima al-
Zahra' Sharara, Mohammad al-Hbal,
Mahmoud Salat, Malak Hadrej, Nadia
Chamas Makkawi, Yara Hammoudi
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THE ADJACENT
SPACE WITH STUDIO
KAWAKEB

The sessions are designed to explore
the universe of the sea and themes
relating to it. The outputs (an assem-
blage, animated short) highlight a few
aspects of the relationship between
human beings and the sea, criticising
the reality of daily human practices.

ALOULA PUBLIC
SCHOOL IN BYBLOS
6TH GRADE

4
o

PARTICIPANTS: Elias al-Kasifi, Elissa
Khoury, Elissa Chamoun, Angelica
Murad, Jean Hasso, Giselle Elias, Jimmy
Issa, Habib Habib, Hamida Makhzoum,
Ruby al-Ffakir, Rayan Dib, Ziad Adam,
Siyamend Cheikho, Seif el-Din Baraq,
Selena al-Kasifi, Sabah Bou Dakka,
Farah Ahmad, Violette Matta, Lara
al-Farkhi, Maria Sfeir, Mike Bitar
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AL JADIDA PUBLIC
SCHOOL IN ZAHLE
STH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Aya al-makhroum,
Iman Aaloua, Batoul al-Mohammad,
Bahaa el-Din al-Shami, Bayan al-
Aaklah, Hanin Assaf, Hanin al-Omar,
Khalil el-Hamud, Raed el-Homsi, Rawia
al-Sorfi, Ritage Nasif, Zaynab Kassem
Sarab Chokr, Shahd Youssef, Ali al-
Hajiri, Ali Rhaimi, Ghazal Atsheh,
Fawzi al-Sarfi, Kamal el-Shoubasi,
Lama Chokr; Maya Saleh, Mahmoud al-
Karout, Nawal Tohme, Hiba al-Youssef,
Yara Aalwa
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MOVING PUPPETS
AND VIDEO WITH
COLLECTIF KAHRABA

The aim was not to produce a result,
but to share a privileged moment in
which through the puppets, through
our voice, we would discover our
ability to express a situation, a gesture,
an emotion, would it be a big laugh,
sadness, or being amazed in front of a
beautiful sunset, or surprise ourselves
by the flight of invented birds...

KAMAL JUMBLATT
SCHOOL IN CHOUF
5TH GRADE

/

PARTICIPANTS: Adham Slim, Assil Al
Achkar, Khaled Sleiman, Daniel Azzam,
Raaf Abou Hamdan, Rayan Tamraz,
Sarab Al Halawani, Sultan Al Achkar,
Fatima Al Bacha, Farah Nasr, Christine
Abdelkader, Kinda Abdelkader, Lamia
Edelbi, Layth Abou Zeidan, Majd Bou
Kalfouni, Mohamad al-Jaber, Mohamad

al-Jaber, Nibal Saab, Nathalie Tamraz,
Nadim Al Mohamad, Nisrine Al Halabi,

Nisrine Narci“,; Nour Adel Al Achkar
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COLLECTIF
KAHRABA

Collectif Kahraba is a performing arts
company comprised of artists and
technicians from different backgrounds
that firmly believe that art is a tool
towards openness and dialogue.

It’s their gateway for meeting diverse
publics from various communities and
regions of Lebanon, as well as for
developing international exchanges
and partnerships.

Through its activities, collective
Kahraba questions the world in
which we live and actively faces the
challenges of the changing perception
of identities.

STUDIO
KAWAKEB

Studio Kawakeb is a visual arts studio
based in Beirut, founded in 2015
and led by Hussein Nakhal, David
Habchy and Christina Skaf. They
specialize in animation, visual identity
development, editorial design and
illustration, working closely with their
clients and collaborators to produce
outputs that are process-driven
and contextually relevant. Having
acquired a set of skills throughout their
practice, they are also commissioned
to develop interactive learning
experiences pushing creative
boundaries in design education locally
and in the region. In 2016, they initiated
and developed an ongoing collection
of design-based products led by
specific points of contextual and visual
stimulus aimed at communicating to
a wider audience.

SORAYA
GHEZELBASH

Soraya Ghezelbash is a French Iranian
architect, artist and designer, based
in Beirut where she works with a
broad range of media including silk-
screen, drawing and installations. She
received a master in architecture with
distinction from the school La Cambre
in Brussels, Belgium. She is co-running
the silkscreen atelier Silkroad as part
of Mansion.

In 2016, she developed a collection
of textiles for the textile company
WARDE on the theme of botanics
and architecture in Lebanon. Award
winner of the residency program
“Hors les Murs” 2017 by the Institut
Francais, she continues the study of
textile, botanics and migration in the
Mediterranean region.

CHANTALE
FAHMI

Chantale Fahmi is a Lebanese
photographer and a Masters student
in art criticism and curatorial studies at
Saint-Joseph University, USJ. Chantale
Fahmi believes in art as an efficient
mean of social activism. Photography
is thus a trigger of unigue encounters
and exchange which enables her to
capture “the details of a life reflected
in one shot telling a story of a place,
individual or community”.

Since 2013, she has been a photography
trainer at international/national
organizations and Instructor at Fine
Art Photography Academy, FAPA.
Her work has been featured in several
exhibitions amongst which Sursock
Museum's 32nd Salon d’Automne as
well as the Institut Francais and the
Spanish Cultural Center in Lebanon.
She is now founder member at Adasa,
photography club in North Lebanon.
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CURATORIAL TEXT

MAYA HAGE

Under the theme of “Shared Imagi-
naries”, BeMA, in partnership with
the Lebanese Ministry of Education
and Higher Education, has organised
an Artists in Residency Program for
the Lebanese Public School System
in 7 schools, covering the Lebanese
territory from the north to the south,
including the Bekaa, and the city of
Beirut.

Kamal Jumblatt School in the Chouf
area, Aloula Public School in Byblos,
Haret Saida Public School in Saida,
Tyre's Public School for Girls in the
city of Tyre , Al Jadida Public School in
Zahle, Emir Chakib Erslan Public School
in Verdun, Beirut, and Rachel Eddé
Public School in Sebeel, Zghorta north
Lebanon together with the intervening
artists Collectif Kahraba, Chantale
Fahmi, Soraya Ghezelbash and Studio
Kawakeb have been BeMA's partners
of choice in shaping and disseminating
shared ideas through collective artistic
processes.

“Shared Imaginaries”, reflects on
BeMA’'s will to be at the forefront
of social engagement by creating
synergies within the educational field.
Art residencies, which are inherently
based on the idea of collaboration and
exchange, offer a space for intensive

interaction and dialogue. They promote
the social and societal value of the
arts as they foster participation in a
common project and nurture a sense
of belonging to a larger community.
The artists involved in the project have
lead the young participants through a
series of immersive classroom sessions
in @ process that brought out shared
affinities, hopes, values, and thus
ultimately helped imagine innovative
common perspectives and create
counter stories.

Beirut Museum of Art, a museum in
the making, strives since its inception
to develop as an efficient actor in the
civil sphere as its mission is rooted in
the belief that the relevancy of an art
institution today resides in its capacity
of being a catalyst for social inclusion:
if art is woven into our social fabric
through projects that have a signifi-
cance in society then it can strengthen
the balance of our multifaceted social
configuration by allowing to rethink
social issues in a non-conflictual
manner. For art does not only echo
the essential concerns of its context it
is also a critical tool which participates
in shaping a cohesive and resourceful
civil society.

Art is indeed part of a nation's
cultural heritage but in order for it to
be a means for the achievement of
social cohesion it has to act as a vehicle
of common values and shared ideas.
It thus shouldn’t only be conserved,
but is also compelled to become an
effective tool in the social arena. This
can only be done through arts educa-
tion but also, and maybe first and
foremost, by way of educating through
art. In that sense collective behaviors
initiated during the residency program
allow the classroom experience to
resonate in a larger context specifi-
cally in the social realm.

From this perspective BeMA’s educa-
tional programs creates interstices of
interaction, creativity, solidarity and
constructive dialogue that address
greater social concerns and aim to
safeguard cultural diversity.
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