BeMA RESIDENCY // JEZZINE

Location
Jezzine (Jezzine District)
Southern Governorate of Lebanon

Organizers
BeMA (Beirut Museum of Art)
spearheaded by APEAL
(Association for the Promotion and Exhibition of the Arts in Lebanon)
In collaboration with
Temporary . Art . Platform (T.A.P)

Main Partners
The municipality of Jezzine, Jezzine Hub

Patronage
The Lebanese Ministry of Culture

Curator
Amanda Abi Khalil
Founder of Temporary . Art . Platform

Artistic Coordinator
Ali El-Darsa

Artists
Mo Abd-Ulla
Suzy Halajian
Christine Kettaneh
Ashraf Mtaweh
Hussein Nassereddine
Mahmoud Safadi
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Overview of locations

Refer to the large-format map insert or the Google interactive map.
Map URL: http:/bit.ly/2rigiRb






MO ABD-ULLA

He was probably born on the banks of the Tigris
river on a hot summer day in May, around siesta
time... and he was born standing. The midwife said
that this brought a lot of luck and he can’t complain,
really. It is thought that he may have studied art
and design in the Netherlands or England and he
probably have travelled to Italy or other countries;
however, Louis XIX neither employed him as a
painter nor as a poet.

And we made from water
every living thing

It is a research to perceive the behavior of
water, its performance and its characters
that gains form from its surroundings

thus changing it. This is how my artistic
interventions in the city of Jezzine try

to represent the vitality of its water,

which nourish the arteries of its life.

My interventions alter in their behavior,
characters and performance, resist the
frames of references, commit sins and
challenge the establishment, appear and
disappear, leave no trace when they return
by presidential decree.

My interventions are an open-invitation to
read the relationship of a citizen with his city,
to form another perspective and enhance the
spirit of responsibility, to preserve the social
and environmental diversity. They may inspire
individuals and institutions with ideas on how
to develop the possibilities of a city and its
impressive landscapes. These projects seek to
involve people in the question of the role of
art in society and what kind of art can emerge
from or respond to its «needs»?

Imagine that Paradise is here

A jar is inserted in a slit of an abandoned
house, topped by a board with papers and



colored pencils hung next to it, inviting
Jezinees to paint or write about their dream
of the city they wish to have.

In-between space: The
beauty of random and the
dumb of urban

An in situ sculpture installation made
out of timber. It emphasizes the
potential of in-between space (the gray
zone), abandoned buildings and urban
randomness. It is a host to locals” contributions.

Cloud in wall

Sculpted wax objects fixed on walls across

Jezzine. They reflect the town’s richness of
water. Each object will be lit at the end of the
summer as a call for thought for a new vision.

Your highlight of the residency and public program :
| am still in the process of finding out.

What is Jezzine?

Setting workstations in shops and various
public spaces across Jezzine wherein people
of different age groups, backgrounds and
interests can sculpt an imagined Jezzine.

A desperate attempt to change
the direction of the current
The project highlights man’s attitude to work

against nature seeking to destroy it since the
so-called industrial revolution.

God of water does not water

The work discusses the role of religion in
societies and their quest to create a divine
who oppresses and dominates.




SUZY HALAJIAN

Suzy Halajian is a Los Angeles-based independent
curator and writer.

Unseen, tomorrow

A.K. Burns, Basim Magdy, Laure Prouvost,
Sarah Rara, and Steve Roden
Site-specific exhibition

Curated by Suzy Halajian

“Unseen, tomorrow” attempts to rethink
time and chronology by considering the
environment as a site for meditation and
reflection. The town of Jezzine in South
Lebanon serves as a starting point and guide
to the project. Its waterfalls, which are
constantly felt and heard, present a way to
rethink flows and experiences through both

a personal and social investigation of nature.

Video and sound works by artists A.K. Burns,
Basim Magdy, Laure Prouvost, Sarah Rara,
and Steve Roden exhibited in public spaces
and a private garage throughout Jezzine
present varying ways to reconsider, shuffle,
and re-imagine time and linearity.

The project’s path traces an exploration of
the town, connecting the new center with

the old. While Roden’s newly commissioned
sound work is placed close to the center in

a public rotunda, works by the other artists
are situated in spaces that follow a lesser
navigated path near the old city center,
partially tracing the development of the
canal system in Jezzine. Environment
sounds—water flows and fluxes—commingle
with the introspective sounds of the
exhibited works, creating a tension between
the natural and the produced, and offering
another kind of engagement with chosen
sites. Through its mapping, the project
asks: How can we rethink time through a
reflection of ecological sites, both ruinous
and in development? How does the context
of Jezzine affect how we understand the
gaps and relations between the natural and
unnatural?

“A lot grows through concrete — strange
plants quiet animals and many kind of micro-
organisms. An abandoned facility is anything
but a wasteland. The thing to do, if passing
time in the ruin, or in its vicinity, is not to try
and restore it, but to look for life forms that
are generated by the very abandonment of
the ruin, in the shadow of the ruin. These
forms of life, not the ruin, will determine



the future. And the future is where we are
headed.” -Rags Media Collective

The exhibition pushes against a serialized
understanding of past, present, and future.
Transitions between the now and then
collapse, in order to consider unmeasurable
perceptions of time and experience. In putting
forth a new imaginary, “Unseen, tomorrow”
questions how natural elements and the
ruinous can coexist with the unnatural over
time, and where the demarcations between
the two begin and end. What are the new
forms of life that emerge? Perhaps, forms

of desires can also emerge through such
considerations. How can such demarcations
allow for numerous and layered readings of
multidisciplinary artworks and their contexts?
Ecology offers a lens to investigate the
contaminated, the unwieldy, and contrived
bodies and states of time that co-exist. As
such, how can we re-imagine natural elements
when our perceptions slowly shift¢ How can
durational thinking allow us to reflect on time
that is past, passing, or out of bounds?

Highlight of the residency & public program:
Watching the sunset from Auberge Wehbe's balcony with Mahmoud and Hussein.

A.K. Burns (b. 1975) is an interdisciplinary artist
and educator based in Brooklyn, New York.
Orchid Show, 2013, HD video, color, stereo,
13:24 min.

Basim Magdy (b. 1977) is an artist based in
Basel, Switzerland and Cairo, Egypt.

No Shooting Stars, 2016, Super 16mm and GIF
animations transferred to f HD, color, stereo,
14:05 min.

Laure Prouvost (b. 1978) is an artist based in
London.
Swallow, 2013, video, color, stereo, 12:06 min.

Sarah Rara (b. 1983) is an artist who lives and
works in Los Angeles.

The Pollinators, 2014, HD video, color, stereo,
65 min.

Steve Roden (b. 1964) is an artist who lives and
works in Pasadena, California.

call and response (man & machine), 2017,
voice and modular synthesizer on speakers,
20 min.




CHRISTINE KETTANEH

Iam born in January and I am an Aquarius.

The Tlpplng Point | decided to take residence in Jezzine, the
historical depot of water. | collected voices
In situ sound installation from a baker, a shopkeeper, an artisan, a
migrant, a school teacher, a comedian, a DotA
A couple of months ago, Fritz Horstman, an player, a little boy to name a few.
artist working with water asked me if | could | look forward to tipping a bucket so that the
perform sounds of Lebanese water for him. water | collected may stream through Jezzine
Unable to create other than the sound of water  again and leave impressions behind on the
slithering through the pipes of my shower, spaces it seeps through.

Jezzine is the warm smiles of the elderly couple Karim and Antoinette sitting side by side on their couch in a beautiful
roof garden; Jezzine is Antoinette’s house filled with artifacts and stories of faith and miracles; Jezzine is Antoinette’s
morning kitchen and afternoon school bus; Jezzine is Elie’s comedy impressions of people, animals or elements if you
may fancy; Jezzine is Shawki's morning gifts of yellow organic apples; Jezzine is Marc’s dreams of becoming a famous
actor; Jezzine is Charif's hidden artistic talents; Jezzine is Grace’s passionate and teary eyes; Jezzine is Habib’s tour of
the village that ends at the roof of memories.






ASHRAF MTAWEH

An independent filmmaker.
Ask away, but don’t ask me to present myself.

on finger tips

5-channel /n situ video installation
HD, color, stereo

It is as if the Bisri Valley is visited for the
last time before it transforms into a lake

as a result of the construction of the Bisri
dam. During these last visists, memories are
recalled and voices of passersby are heard.
One tries to capture the last details hoping
that h/er memory doesn't fail in the near
future.

Highlight of the residency & public program:
Meeting all guest artists.

Tips to approach my work:

Have a walk around this abandoned
house, look at its walls and listen to the
voices of the people, who have lived
close to their land.

Tips for Visitors:

Walk around, follow water canals and take all
the staircases you encounter. They will lead
you to the best alleyways of Jezzine. Look
for Francois Helou and let him show you
some of his fossils.

The long walks | took and most importantly BOUZA BACHIR with its smart slogan “3m ni7tiri2 ta tbawrdoo”.

Jezzine for you: My adoptive native village.
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HUSSEIN NASSEREDDINE

Hussein Nassereddine lives and works in Beirut.
His work in video, image-making and writing deals
with different notions of fragility, poetics of images,

personal and collective memory and history.

| invite waves to come

An /n situ installation.

56 building bricks made out of 750 KG of coarse salt.

“"With salt, things that are changing are fixed.
We fear that this salt will itself change.”
-Unknown Abbasid Poet

The work explores the river as a state of
constant flux, highlighted by the absence of
the water that constitutes it. "l invite waves
to come” studies water through its cycle

Highlight of the residency & public program:

of elements, reflecting on its destructive
ability to change its material’s form. 7 pillar
structures are placed in different locations
along Jezzine’s riverbed. They are made out
of salt, a component derived from water that
is subjected to change due to climate factors
such as heat, humidity, floods, rain, winds as
well as animal and insect interventions. The
brick structures, situated at different heights
and in multiple locations embody a process of
natural decay. They remain exposed to natural
imprinting until collapsing and dissolving entirely
into the river.

Artist visits, beekeeping workshop and working with Mr. Bassam Youssef on making each salt brick.






MAHMOUD SAFADI

Mahmoud Safadi is an artist who lives and works
in Beirut. Often using video, photography and
installation to question our conception of natural
and built environments.

Within Without

HD video installation, 10 min loop on LED screen

A body of water is understood as any significant
accumulation of water on the earth’s surface.
“Within Without” is a work that plays on

the understanding of a "body of water” as a
geographical feature, but also begs to reflect
on water as an internal component of the
human body.

Filmed and exhibited in the oldest swimming
pool and hotel in Jezzine with the town's
residents, the work explores the relationship
between the water-body as a landmark and as a
tourist attraction and among the local residents
as bodies of water, who activate the locale. In
the context of Jezzine, known for its historic
springs and waterfalls, the installation also

reflects on our relationship to nature and water
as fundamental components of life.

Tips for Visitors:

- The wood oven bakery (located near the
Old Souk). Having fresh bread & manakeesh
zaatar is a special treat.

- Serhal palace, a hidden gem outside

of Jezzine’s commercial hub and an
unfinished palace that is a mix of
architectural inspirations.

- The Niha Fortress. A 10-min drive away. A
breathtaking view over the Jezzine valley.

- The Jezzine waterfall (experience from
the bottom of the fall). Park your car on
the side of the road and walk to the base
of the waterfall. It is refreshing and the
view of the Jezzine valley is endless.

The highlight of my month in Jezzine is the constant interaction with people and getting to know the people you see
regularly. Also, the hikes were essential especially when living in Beirut all year round. In Jezzine you are steps away from

beautiful landscapes.
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BeMA Residency // Jezzine would like to thank

Mr. Khalil Harfouche,
Mayor of Jezzine Municipality,
for his generous support.

Members of the Mayor’s team:
Imad Charbel, Wadiha Aoun, Rita Abou Nader,
Abou Arz and the local members of the Police.

Bechara and Mabelle Serhal, Antoinette (El Hajjé), Robert Wehbé, Habib Helou,
Frangois Hage, Captain Habib Karam, Marco Ricci (Jezzine Hub), all members of
the Jezzine Hub Committee, Maroun Waked and his family as well as Colette Slim
and her family.

Charbel Karam (Multimedia Mag), Ecole Elémentaire de Jezzine, Jezzine
Secondary School, Ecole des Soeurs de Jezzine, Sesobel. All the people who
contributed to the success of this residency and particularly Nada Serhal Khoury,
Temporary . Art . Platform, Ali El-Darsa, Anna Ogden-Smith, Lamia Sassine, Nour
Osseiran, Zico, Zeina Abou El Hossen.

Our visiting artists and guests
Mary Jirmanus Saba, Ghassan Salhab, Thomas Geiger, Vatche Boulghourjian,
Cynthia Zaven, Vartan Avakian, Sarah Srage, Eliza Deutsch, Qassem Istanbuli,
Charbel Samuel Aoun, Daniele Genadry, Charbel-Jospeh Hajj Boutros and Hachem
Adnan.

Our jury members
Adib Dada, Anna Ogden-Smith, Zico, Rita Khawand,
Nada Serhal Khoury, Amanda Abi Khalil.

Thank you to all the Jezzinees
for your warm welcome and support.
We hope to see you very soon.

Our graphic designer and translator, Hussein Nassereddine.
Photo documentation of works by Raymond Gemayel.
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Each artist would like to thank

Mo Abdu-lla
Mayor Khalil Harfouche, Imad Charbel and the people of Jezzine.

Suzy Halajian
Imad Charbel, Bassam Youssef (Oujeil), Mayor Khalil Harfouche, Zico, and all the
visiting artists and guests.

Christine Kettaneh

Karim and Antoinette Rohayem, Mayor Khalil Harfouche, Imad Charbel, Helena,
Fayez Aoun and his family.

Ashraf Mtaweh

Kamal Kiwan, Shawki Aoude, Mayor Khalil Harfouche, Imad Charbel, Raja Abu
Hssein, Francois Helou, Maroun Waked and Sleiman Abu Sleiman.

Hussein Nassereddine

Vartan Avakian, Bassam Youssef (Oujeil), Ali Mir, Rachel Dedman, Mayor Khalil
Harfouche, Imad Charbel, Georges Kamar and the football team, Georges Asmar,
Mahmoud Safadi, Suzy Halajian Ali El-Darsa, Ashraf Mtaweh, Christine Kettaneh,
Mo Abd-ulla, and Thomas Geiger.

Mahmoud Safadi

Perla Joe Maalouli, Pauline Maroun, Dima Abi Faker, Youssef Wehbe, Mayor Khalil
Harfouche, Imad Charbel, Elie Damian, Rana Mahfouz, Vartan Avakian, and the
people of Jezzine.
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@ Jezzine Waterfall

@ Jezzine Municipality (B... O Jezzine Garden

e Bouza Bachir

Mardakouche Jezzine

9 Mahmoud Safadi

Hussein Nassereddine 9 B e Byblos Bank _
Q ° Christine Kettaneh

9 Suzy Halajian

Christine Kettaneh

9 @ Saint Maroun Church (ssS...

Suzy Halajian

Mo Abd-Ulla

Mo Abd-Ulla

0 Jezzine Hub @ Jezzine Water Source

Mo Abd-Ulla

@ Iris Flower Hotel
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